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Title

• The title is one of the first indicators that concisely describes the content of 

the article. It should be accurate and informative. Remember to include 

some most relevant keywords but try to avoid abbreviations and formulae. 

Abstract

• The abstract is usually some kind of a short “preview” to the whole article. 

It helps readers to find out the main points and results discussed in the 

article. 

Keywords

• Keywords list out the main topics presented in your paper. 



Introduction 

• Introduction is the first part of your article that should provide a broad 

overview of the entire content, explain what problem it attempts to 

solve and describe the context around it. After the problem setting, the 

objective (aim) of the article is stated. 

• This part is usually written in the present or past tenses, but should 

never refer to the future, as the research is already complete. 

Methods

• In this part of the article the methods, which were used in the research, 

should be indicated. In other words, it is a brief description of what you 

did and how you did it. It is usually written in the past simple tense as 

it refers to completed actions. 

Results

• Results should give a clear overview on what was discovered or 

achieved during the research. This part of the article can be in the 

present or past tense. 

Discussion

• In the Discussion the implications of the findings should be described 

and interpreted, the relationship of new facts to the theory should be 

discussed. It is usually written in the present tense. 



Conclusion

• The main conclusions of your research 

should be listed in this part of the article. 

The reader should be left with a clear 

understanding of the central point that 

your research has proved or argued. 

Conclusions are usually written in the 

present tense. 

References

• References are usually listed in the end of 

the article. Be attentive and use the 

appropriate style of referencing. 





Search in Data bases

Step 1: Identify the key words and phrases 

• If you type the whole title of your research work into the search engine, you will get thousands of results less or more 

related to your topic, but only few really relevant ones. Therefore, you need to transform the search statement into a set 

of key words and phrases.

Step 2: Use truncation and wildcard symbols 

• To take control of your search you should think about word variations and alternate spelling of some words (e.g. British 

and American English) or irregular plurals etc. which can widen your search and cover all relevant information. 

• A wildcard character (?) is a symbol that replaces a single letter. For example, if you type analy?e you get results for 

both analyse and analyze. 

• A truncation symbol (*) is a symbol that retrieves any number of letters. In such a way, cutting the word to its root 

and adding a truncation symbol gives you an opportunity to search for any form of the word. It means that agronom* 

will search for agronomy, agronomical, agronomic, agronomist. 

• Remember: Some databases can use other symbols instead of (?) and (*), so check this on the Help page before searching. 

Step 3: Use double quotation marks

If you need to search for an exact phrase, use double quotation marks (i.e. "sustainable agriculture") and your search will 

show you all the results that contain it. 



Search in Data bases

Step 4: Use Search (Boolean) operators 

• When you need to combine multiple words and phrases, you can use Search or Boolean operators – AND, OR and NOT. 

• AND – to combine words from different topics or ideas (i.e. “sustainable agriculture” AND Covid-19). 

• OR – to combine alternative words or similar concepts (i.e. agronomy OR agriculture). 

• NOT – to exclude terms you do not need (i.e. South Ukraine NOT South-east). 

Step 5: Limit your search

A lot of databases provide a set of filters or limiting criteria to refine your search results. They can include: 

• Publication date. 

• Publication type. 

• Subject area and specific fields. 

• Keywords. 

• Author and country. 
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